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WOMEN'S SPORT IN CANADA:
HAVE WE ACHIEVED GENDER EQUITY?

M. Ann Hall
University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Abstract

The purpose of this presentation is to examine whether or not gender equity has been achieved in Canadian women’s
sport. The answer is both “yes” and “no”. First, I examine areas where gender equity has been achieved especially over
the last 10 to 15 years. Second, I discuss some of the strategies found to be successful in achieving gender equity,
such as the shift from a focus on “equality” to a focus on “equity”, the inclusion gender equity goals in government
policy statements and funding guidelines, the sophisticated use of information technology, and finally legal challenges
to inequality. ~ Third, there are many areas of gender inequity still remaining in Canadian sport, and I point to several
examples in physical activity and sport participation, sport leadership, and media coverage. It is important to understand
why some strategies work and others do not in bringing about gender equity. Fourth, 1 examine the relationship
between the women’s or feminist movement in Canada and the achievement of gender equity in sport especially as
women’s movements today are more plural, diverse, and globally connected. Fifth, it is also important to understand
the role of feminist academics and researchers in projects to bring about change in sport, and I suggest several ways to
do this. Our work is often ignored or misinterpreted, and I want to discuss why I think this is the case. Finally, I make

a few; very brief comments about the future of women’s sport in Canada and by extension throughout the world.

M. Ann Hall

Ann Hall was educated at Queen’s University (BA, BPHE), the University of Alberta (MA), both in Canada,
and at the University of Birmingham (PhD) in England. In 1968 she joined the Faculty of Physical
Education and Recreation at the University of Alberta, where she remained until her retirement in 1997 as
Professor Emeritus. Her teaching and research interests focus primarily on gender relations in sport and
leisure, organizations and gender equity, and the application of feminist epistemology and methodology to

the social sciences, specifically the sociology of sport. She is also a former Chair of the Women’s Studies

Program in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. She has written extensively on the topic of women
in sport, presented at dozens of conferences intemationally, and lectured at several universities. Currently, she serves on the editorial board of
several academic joumnals, and is co-editor of the “Sport and Culture” book series published by the University of Minnesota Press. Her most
recent books include The Girl and the Game: A History of Women'’s Sport in Canada (Broadview Press, 2002); Honoring the Legacy: Fifty
Years of the Intemational Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Women (with Gertrud Pfister, Smith College, 1999), and
Feminism and Sporting Bodies: Essays on Theory and Practice (Human Kinetics, 1996). She is presently at work on a new project — the

story of the Edmonton Grads (1915-1940) — Canada’s most successful women’s basketball team.
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