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Politics of Sexuality at the Olympic Games: An Anti-Colonial Perspective
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Heather Sykes (University of Toronto)
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Keywords: Olympics, homonationalism, Coloniality, Anti-Colonialism, Solidarity

In the 21st Century, the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) operates as a non-
territorial empire. Every two years, the Olympic
Games imposes a form of coloniality (Mignolo,
2011) on the host city as Indigenous, immigrant
and poor populations are negatively impacted by
security and urban displacement. An anti-colonial
perspective helps us to understand the imperialism
and racism in this process.

At the same time, gay and lesbian
athletes and spectators are increasingly being
included in the Olympics. To achieve this
inclusion, gay and lesbian sport groups align with
the interests of governments, corporations and the
IOC. This neoliberal type of gay and lesbian
inclusion is termed ‘homonationalism’ (Puar,
2006; Davidson, 2013).

My research examines who benefits and
who is harmed when gay and lesbian sport groups
seek this type of inclusion at an Olympic Games. |
present case studies of homonational inclusion and
anti-colonial resistance at the Olympics in
Vancouver, Sochi, London and Rio de Janeiro.
Each case study shows how gay and lesbian
groups were complicit in the displacement and
repression of indigenous and marginalized at sport
mega-events. Thus, gay and lesbian sport groups
need to confront neoliberal, national, colonial-
racial oppression, especially Islamophobia, at
sport mega-events. I conclude by calling for gay
and lesbian sport groups to develop an anti-
colonial politics of solidarity.
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The Olympics, Celebration Capitalism, and the Activist Response
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Jules Boykoff (Pacific University)
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Keywords: Olympics, Celebration Capitalism, Anti-Olympic Activism

This presentation features three main parts. ~ First, I offer

the theory of “celebration capitalism,” elucidate its
principle tenets, and explain how it relates to Naomi Klein” s

“disaster capitalism.” I argue that celebration capitalism is
helpful for organizing our thoughts on the modern Olympics
and best captures the political and economic dynamics at the
core of the Games in the 21st century.

Second, I draw from specific Olympic Games to
demonstrate how celebration capitalism takes shape in
specific policies and practices in the host city. Drawing from
my research on the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics, the
2012 Summer Games in London, the 2014 Winter Olympics
in Sochi, Russia, and the 2016 Summer Games in Rio de
Janeiro, I also show how the tenets of celebration capitalism
can stimulate anti-Olympics activism.

Third, I explore how celebration capitalism is playing out
in Tokyo as the city prepares to host the upcoming 2020
Summer Olympics.
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